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Do you want to know more about the Viking Age and the Scandinavian Middle Ages? Do you want 
to read Old Norse texts and transcribe some runes? Do you want to study within an international 
group of students? 

This course offers an introduction to the Viking Age and the Scandinavian Middle Ages. What do we 
know about the Vikings and why did the Vikings raid other countries? In the following Middle Ages, 
the Christianisation finally prevailed and the Nordic kingdoms were consolidated, which were even 
temporarily united in a personal union. Politics and church were closely intertwined, but also the 
merchants and the Hanseatic League played an increasingly important role.  

The four countries Iceland, Denmark, Sweden and Norway will be covered during this course. The focus 
will not only be on history, but also on reading and discussing texts from the Nordic Middle Ages, e.g. 
saga texts, laws and chronicles. In study groups, individual topics will be discussed in more detail and 
later made available to the other course participants. For this purpose, different source groups will be 
discussed, e.g. texts will be transcribed, translated and interpreted, and objects such as rune stones 
will be presented. Individual study groups can also specialise in specific epochs so that a wide variety 
of topics can be presented at the end of the course. 

 

 Students from co-operating departments are able to sign up for the course until 2019-09-15 by 
mailing to skanfen-e-master@uni-koeln.de. Please name at which department you are studying in 

your mail! Cologne students sign up via Klips, please. 

 

http://skanfen.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/e-master.html 


